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REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF PLATTSBURGH, NEW YORK 

January 22, 2009 
5:30 P.M. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present: Councilors Tim Carpenter (W1), Michael Kelly (W2), George Rabideau (W3),  
  Jim Calnon (W4), Amy Valentine (W5), Chris Jackson (W6) 
Absent: Mayor Donald Kasprzak 
*************************************************************************************** 
1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

 
 RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held on January 15, 
 2009 are approved and placed on file among the public records of the City Clerk’s Office 
 
 By Councilor Valentine; Seconded by Councilor Carpenter 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
 (All voted in the affirmative) 
*************************************************************************************** 
2. PAYROLLS OF VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 
 
 RESOLVED: That the payrolls of the various Departments of the City of Plattsburgh for the week 
 ending January 21, 2009 in the amount of $246,620.15   are authorized and allowed and the 
 Mayor  and the City Clerk are hereby empowered and directed to sign warrants drawn on the City 
 Chamberlain for the payment thereof. 
 
 By Councilor Jackson; Seconded by Councilor Rabideau 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
 (All voted in the affirmative) 
*************************************************************************************** 
3. REPORTS OF CITY OFFICES & COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 

• Report of Fire and Ambulance Responses for the week of January 15-21, 2009 
• Report from the Building Inspector’s Office from January 13-16, 2009 
• Report from the City Clerk’s Office of all monies received during the month of December 2008 
• Report of the Zoning Board of Appeals from January 20, 2009 
 

RESOLVED: That the reports as read are hereby ordered, received and placed on file among the 
public records of the City Clerk’s Office. 

  
 By Councilor Carpenter; Seconded by Councilor Valentine 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
 (All voted in the affirmative) 
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*************************************************************************************** 
4. AUDITS OF CLAIMS 
 

RESOLVED: That the bills approved by the Auditing Committee of the Common Council in the 
amount of $ 1,780,074.23 are authorized and allowed and the Mayor and City Clerk (where required) 
are hereby authorized and directed to sign warrants drawn on the City Chamberlain for the payment 
thereof. 

 
 By Councilor Jackson; Seconded by Councilor Valentine 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
 (All voted in the affirmative) 
*************************************************************************************** 
5. PERSONS ADDRESSING COUNCIL 
 

William Drew of 13 Mason Drive said he was confused about the MLD budget.  He has read a lot 
about rate increases and layoffs. Drew said he didn’t know what should be done however he would 
hate to see anyone get laid off.   As a property owner about a year and a half ago Drew had 
experience with MLD.  They are unbelievable wonderful workers.  Drew gave them permission to 
use his back property to do their work.  They worked on extremely hot days tirelessly. He doesn’t 
want to see anyone loose their jobs but if the Manager at MLD is proposing staff cuts and if he is 
wrong maybe he should be looked at.  If he is right then he (Drew) would never want to see someone 
loose their job.  He also doesn’t want to see a rate increase and he doesn’t know what the answer is.  
Drew said he is just a confused taxpayer.   

 
Dave Bezio of 3 Jennifer Drive felt that the work session was a very good one.  Bezio sad that Mr. 
Treacy made a comment that after reviewing everything that there is a lot of work to be done and he 
needs the extra crew. Bezio said as a group we know that we are facing financial difficulties.  We are 
now working towards a way to resolve that.  Bezio believes that there needs to be a rate increase.  
There was one proposed in ‘07 at 3.1% and one proposed for ’08 at 3% but they were not approved 
by the Council so we will probably play catch up.  We are working with the Council and the Manager 
to try and provide the City residents with the best reliability and the lowest prices possible.  In 
Albany they did a study and found that Plattsburgh was the lowest rate.  Bezio said our rate right now 
is 4.2 cents per kilowatt hour.  If anyone runs that by friends outside the City then they will tell you 
they would love to have our rates.  A 10% raised rate will bring that to 4.6% during the five winter 
months or the seven months we bill as a summer rate is 3.2% it could go to 3.5% or 3.6%.  As a 
group at MLD we think we work hard every day and we do a good job with reliability.  If you live in 
the City and run into a problem we are there in 15 minutes.  If you call outside the city with a power 
outage sometimes it could take three hours before they get someone there to service you.  Part of that 
has to do with that we are in a five mile radius but we are dedicated and if we get a call on the 
weekend we drop what we are doing and help.     
 

 Jennifer Colver of 37 Hamilton Street read attached statement. 
*************************************************************************************** 
6. OTHER ITEMS 
 

A.  Request from the City Engineer to be authorized to enter into an agreement with Fountains 
Spatial Inc. for professional services related to Geographic Information System (GIS) 
Implementation in the total amount of $31,776 in which the funds will come from Capital Project 
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H5110.13 “2005 GIS Project” and part of the NYS Archives Grant.    
RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 
Engineer to enter into an agreement with Fountains Spatial Inc. for professional services related to 
Geographic Information System (GIS) Implementation in the total amount of $31,776 in which the 
funds will come from Capital Project H5110.13 “2005 GIS Project” and part of the NYS Archives 
Grant.    

 
By Councilor Jackson; Second by Councilor Valentine 
Discussion: None 
Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
(All voted in the affirmative) 

ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  
Follow up Action: None 
*************************************************************************************** 
 B.  Request from WPCP & WFP to award Contract #2008-15 15% Sodium Hypochlorite-Trade  
 Solution to Slack Chemical Company at an estimated price of $61,776. 

RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves WPCP & 
WFP to award Contract #2008-15 15% Sodium Hypochlorite-Trade Solution to Slack Chemical 
Company at an estimated price of $61,776. 

 
By Councilor Jackson; Second by Councilor Carpenter 

 Discussion: None 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
(All voted in the affirmative) 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  
Follow up Action: None 
*************************************************************************************** 

C.  Request from WPCP to award Contract #2008-16 Liquid Alum to Slack Chemical Company  at 
an estimated price of $44,609.33. 
RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves WPCP to 
award Contract #2008-16 Liquid Alum to Slack Chemical Company at an estimated price of 
$44,609.33. 

 
By Councilor Carpenter; Second by Councilor Jackson 

 Discussion: None 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
(All voted in the affirmative) 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  
Follow up Action: None 
*************************************************************************************** 

D.  Request from WPCP to award Contract #2008-17 30% Sodium Thiosulfate to Thatcher Company 
at an estimated price of $37,230.  
RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves WPCP to 
award Contract #2008-17 30% Sodium Thiosulfate to Thatcher Company at an estimated price of 
$37,230.  

 
By Councilor Jackson; Second by Councilor Carpenter 

 Discussion: None 
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 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
(All voted in the affirmative) 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted 
Follow up Action: None 
*************************************************************************************** 

E.  Request from Chief Desmond Racicot to continue the contract with Ron Santor as the Police 
Department’s Training Director and to run the Police Academy which will begin in February 2009 
and the cost will remain the same as the past and will be paid out of Asset Forfeiture Fund. 
RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Chief 
Desmond Racicot to continue the contract with Ron Santor as the Police Department’s Training 
Director and to run the Police Academy which will begin in February 2009 and the cost will remain 
the same as the past and will be paid out of Asset Forfeiture Fund. 

 
By Councilor Rabideau; Second by Councilor Carpenter 

 Discussion: None 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
(All voted in the affirmative) 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted 
Follow up Action: None 
*************************************************************************************** 

F.  Request from Chief Desmond Racicot to continue the contract with James Burgess the Nuisance 
Animal Control Officer at the same rate as 2008. 
RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Chief 
Desmond Racicot to continue the contract with James Burgess the Nuisance Animal Control Officer 
at the same rate as 2008. 
 
By Councilor Kelly; Second by Councilor Carpenter 

 Discussion: None 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 

(All voted in the affirmative) 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  
Follow up Action: None 
*************************************************************************************** 

G.  Request from the City Clerk for the Mayor to authorize the franchise agreement with Charter 
Communications negotiated by the Clinton County Cable TV Council. 
RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby approves the franchise renewal between the City of 
Plattsburgh and Charter Communications and authorizes the Mayor to execute same for the City of 
Plattsburgh, and further 
  
RESOLVED, that the approval and execution of said franchise agreement is subject to the approval 
of the NYS Public Service Commission. 

 
By Councilor Carpenter; Second by Councilor Valentine 

 Discussion: None 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 

(All voted in the affirmative) 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted ______ Defeated ______ Withdrawn ______ 
Follow up Action: None 
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*************************************************************************************** 
H.  Request from DPW for the Common Council to authorize a temporary agreement with NYSDOT 
for the Undertaking in Connection with Highway Permits.  
RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves DPW to 
authorize a temporary agreement with NYSDOT for the Undertaking in Connection with Highway 
Permits.  
 
By Councilor Carpenter; Second by Councilor Kelly 

 Discussion: None 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 

(All voted in the affirmative) 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  
Follow up Action: None 
*************************************************************************************** 

I.  Request from the DPW to fill the Auto Mechanic Helper Position which funding is included in the 
2009 Budget.  
RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the DPW to 
fill the Auto Mechanic Helper Position which funding is included in the 2009 Budget.  
 
By Councilor Carpenter; Second by Councilor Kelly 

 Discussion: None 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 

(All voted in the affirmative) 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted  
Follow up Action: None 
*************************************************************************************** 

J.  Request from PMLD to fill the PMLD Financial Director position which funding is included in 
the 2009 budget.  
RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves PMLD to fill 
the PMLD Financial Director position which funding is included in the 2009 budget. 
 
By Councilor Carpenter; Second by Councilor Jackson 

 Discussion:  
Councilor Carpenter asked to make a motion to postpone this vote until February 5th because that is 
when the Council is voting on the MLD Budget and it makes more sense to wait since we (the 
Council) are meeting with Mr. La Capra next week. 
 
By Councilor Carpenter; Second by Councilor Kelly 
Discussion: 
Councilor Kelly said he wants to wait until we (the Council) know what kind of budget we are 
passing on February. 
 
Councilor Jackson disagrees because part of the reason MLD is in a financial situation is because 
they do not have a Financial Director.  

 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 

(Councilor Carpenter, Kelly, and Rabideau voted in the affirmative and Councilor Calnon, Valentine, 
and Jackson voted in the negative) 
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ACTION TAKEN: Defeated  
 

RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves PMLD to fill 
the PMLD Financial Director position which funding is included in the 2009 budget. 
 
Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
(Councilor Calnon voted in the affirmative and Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, and Valentine voted in 
the negative) 

 
ACTION TAKEN: Defeated 
Follow up Action: None 
*************************************************************************************** 
7. TRAVEL 
 

A.  Request from Chief Paul Williams to attend the New York State Career Chiefs Meeting in 
Cortland or Ithaca on January 27 at a cost not to exceed $350. 
RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Chief Paul 
Williams to attend the New York State Career Chiefs Meeting in Cortland on January 27 at a cost not 
to exceed $350. 

 
By Councilor Carpenter; Second by Councilor Kelly 

 Discussion: None 
 Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
(All voted in the affirmative) 
ACTION TAKEN: Adopted 
Follow up Action None 
*************************************************************************************** 
8. RESOLUTIONS FOR INITIAL CONSIDERATION 
 

1. Request from Brian White, member of the Valcour Sailing Club and the captain for the local 
 Soling fleet to hold the 2009 Soling North American Championship on August 14-16, 2009 at 
 the City dock located at the Plattsburgh Boat Basin. 

*************************************************************************************** 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
 

Councilor Jackson said the work session last night (January 21) was very interesting.  Originally the 
work session was to go through the MLD budget but instead it was discussed how MLD works and 
what causes revenues and expenses.  Jackson said it was a good meeting.   
 
Councilor Kelly asked to put the rate increase on for initial next week. 
 
Councilor Carpenter said the voted was to ask the PSC for the rate increase and that the Council did 
not actually make the decision.  
 
Councilor Jackson wanted to clarify on January 8th the meeting was dominated by MLD discussion 
however a rate increase of 2.4% was passed when the council voted on the budget.  The rate increase 
did not change but the levy did.  Jackson also said the Council did a good job on passing the budget.  
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Councilor Kelly asked of the Council would allow someone to come in and talk about fluoridation 
on March 12th for about a 40 minute presentation.   
 
Councilor Valentine said that we (the Council) might consider doing it on a Tuesday as a work 
session. 
 
Councilor Carpenter said that Plattsburgh got national exposure from talk of fluoridation.      

*************************************************************************************** 
10. CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Mike Brodi, Superintendent of Public Works stated that MLD employees are not the only dedicated 
employees.  

 
Motion to Adjourn by Councilor Jackson; Seconded by Councilor Kelly 
Roll call: Councilors Carpenter, Kelly, Rabideau, Calnon, Valentine, Jackson 
(All voted in the affirmative) 
MEETING ADJOURNED: 6:20 p.m.  


